The house has been a sanctuary as the sum of places designed for the functions of life and enabling the family, the smallest of communities, to live together. People's needs for shelter can be holistic in containing physical adequacy of living quarters as well as their social and psychological adequacies. Various criteria, such as the number of family members, spatial needs, inner-outer space relations, auxiliary spaces, construction quality, and conditions of comfort are programmed and shaped within the life cultures of communities. Spaces in Traditional Turkish House, shaped with the Turkish life culture, are designed in accordance with the living styles and traditions of the Turkish people, and provided social and psychological adequacy. Traditional Turkish Houses, among the Ottoman Period in Cyprus constructed in the style of Turkish Architecture, still constitute an important element of the present day historical texture. Generally having two floors and an atrium (yard), these houses were built in adjacent form, lining down the street, and gave a style to the texture of the street with their plain facades, oriels brimming over the street, and wide fringes. Room in the Turkish Houses in Cyprus, was designed as a multi-purpose abode where day and night functions were realized, the same way it was in the tents during the nomadic life of Turks. Main room was used as the guest room, in accordance with the importance of guests in the Turkish traditions. The importance of family in the culture of Turkish life, made the hall important, as the common abode, the meeting place, into which other rooms opened. Outer halls, or colonnades, with riwaqs, enabling the house-atrium relationship, created the type of plan for the Ottoman Period houses. The staircase, connection the floors were in a position unseen from the main entrance of the house, and generally ran parallel to the hall. The atrium, or yard, has been important in the houses in Cyprus, due to the connection of Turks to nature and earth, from their past. Elements of aquatic architecture, such as well, fountain, water tank, provided the water needed for the house and yard. The formation of abodes of the Turkish Houses during the Ottoman Period in Cyprus (1570-1878) found its expression within the needs of the dwellers life culture, thus serving in accordance with the lives of the household.
INTRODUCTION
A house, besides being the basic notion of space satisfying the human need for housing, also has an important place in human life physically, socially, and psychologically. In literature, 'house' is defined as a "place, shelter, which protects people from the physical effects of the environment." However, from what we learn from history, it can be seen that different cultures of communities causing different life activities, have been effective in shaping their vital abodes. The statement "A house is a social occurrence, and the feature of houses is defined by the psycho-social structure of the community" puts emphasis on the basic contributing factor in house designing (Ş.Ö. Gür 1993:13) . The housing phenomenon, which began with the caves and hollow trees in the primitive ages of human history, showed a development of construction after the Neolithic Age, with places shaped to meet special needs, and reached the shapes of today. The culture of living, acquired through groups of people moving from company to community, provided social and psychological adequacy for life activities by becoming the most important effect in the creation and shaping of the criteria of house design (Ş.Ö. Gür 2000:91) . With its unique traditions, visible since their history in Central Asia, Turkish life culture gave a form to the vital abodes of Turks, and as they moved from nomadic life to permanent settlements, the house replacing the tent, as a work of construction, brought about the Traditional Turkish House model, within its internal development. The effects of Turkish life culture can be seen in the planning of Turkish Houses (S. H. Eldem 1968:11) . Houses, with multi-functional rooms, halls, and yards, corresponding to the Turkish life style and traditions, and designed in accordance with necessary functions, served their users for many years.
OTTOMAN PERIOD TURKISH HOUSES IN CYPRUS
During the Ottoman Period, which began with the Ottomans capturing Cyprus from the Venetians in 1570 and lasting until 1878, many buildings were constructed in the Turkish architectural style, which left their mark on the historical texture of Cyprus today. Traditional Turkish House style buildings have an important place among the works of art, such as mosques, convents, inns, baths, fountains, and houses. Many of these houses still surviving are within the walled city of Nicosia, where the historical texture is present (Anonymous 1982: vi) .
Just like with other Turks in the world, in the social history of the Turkish community in Cyprus, the importance, and holiness of the family, its unity under the roof, and the importance of relationships with neighbors, played a great role in the planning of houses. We could see these effects in designing houses in Cyprus until the first quarter of the XX. Century, during the British Period, realized in parallel with the life culture of the society. Ottoman Period houses in Cyprus, starting with the tent of the nomadic life of Turks in Central Asia, and shaped through the changes and developments in time, have been in conformity with their users, with their multi-functional rooms, with the hall bringing the family together, with their yards formed by story designs, which showed a relationship with earth, without overlooking the climatic data and richness of materials provided by the geography. Houses are generally with two floors and with a yard. Although, places of life functions are mostly on the second floor, there are rooms on the ground floor as well, which is a different feature from Turkish 349 Photo. 9-Yard of Derviş Paşa Mansion -Nicosia (Author)
CONCLUSION
The vital needs of users, their traditions, and social behaviors have been very effective in the planning of the house as a shelter, and as a spatial concept, that brings the family together. Thus, it has been shaped as a reflection of different cultures of different communities in the world. Beginning with the nomadic life in Central Asia, possessing very old customs and traditions, the houses of Turks, who have distinctive life styles, were designed in a unique way and the notion of "Traditional Turkish House" has taken its place in the architectural literature of the world. The research and examinations carried out within this scope clearly shows that Turkish culture of living, specific to its users have been the most important factor in the shaping of the plan schemes of Turkish Houses in Cyprus during the Ottoman Period (1570-1878).
The Room, which is the space where the daytime and nighttime functions of the family members, sitting, eating, sleeping, inter-family meetings, and simple daily chores take place, is shaped multifunctionally as a reflection of the single space of the tent life of Turks. Multi-functional Rooms generally take place on the upper floor of the houses, with a simple arrangement. Because of the importance of guests in Turkish culture, the guest room is the most important room with its ornaments and its position in the planning, and is named the "Main room," stressing its importance.
Due to the family structure and traditions of Turks, and the importance of relations and sharing, the Hall, as the common space connecting Rooms to each other, has become a meaningful and important element in the Turkish Houses of Cyprus. The Halls, with the opportunities of the Mediterranean climate, are a kind of Outer Halls with riwaqs, strengthening house-yard relationship. The staircase, joining the floors of the house, is designed in a way that conceals it from the main entrance because of the importance given to privacy, and does not end towards the entrance of Rooms. The first step of timber stairs is made of stone.
The relationship of Turks with earth since their nomadic lives, made it important to design Turkish Houses in Cyprus with yards. The yards behind high walls of houses, lined along narrow streets in adjacent form, have the functions of meeting daily and cultural needs. With elements of aqua architecture, such as water well, cistern, and fountain, yards allowed to grow seasonal vegetables, flowers, and fruit trees that also provided shade during hot summer months. 
